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V. R. Hogan.................408-629-3055
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Improving Our Worship

2013 Theme:

“Seek and Save”
“For the Son of |/ M v

Man came to seek |
and save the lost”
—Lk. 19:10

WELCOME to our visitors!
You are our honored guests.
Please let us know how we may
assist you. Our
church family
welcomes

The New Testament tells us what early Christians did in their worship and also the
manner in which it was done. It is not up to man to invent ways to improve worship apart
from the word of God. John 4:24 records, “God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him
must worship in spirit and in truth.” If I practice something in worship for which there is
no scriptural authority or if [ have an attitude of bitterness in my heart when I worship,
such is unacceptable before God (MT 5:23-24). Therefore, worshiping God acceptably
involves doing what God says and doing it from a sincere heart.

God deserves my best. Obviously, as a disciple of the Lord, I can worship God any time
and any place. However, as a Christian, I have the responsibility and privilege to assemble
with fellow disciples. Even though there are times when we worship with others in an
assembly, worship is still an individual matter. What can I do to improve my worship?
How can I improve my worship in song? Passages such as 1 CR 14:15, EP 5:19, and CL
3:16 teach us to sing with spirit, with understanding, with a melody in your heart and with
a heart filled with grace. The command to sing involves my learning something about
singing. If I’'m a song leader in song worship, I need to learn to lead singing to the best of
my ability.

How can I improve my worship in partaking of the Lord’s Supper? It is obvious that
the early disciples partook of the Lord’s Supper on the first day of every week (AC 2:42;
20:7). However, according to 1 CR 11:23-29, I must partake of the bread and the fruit of
the vine in memory of Christ. I must discern the Lord’s death till he comes again.
Sometimes it helps me in my discernment to read scriptures or lyrics to songs that take my
mind back to the cross.

How can I improve my worship in teaching and hearing God’s word? As a preacher of
truth, I can improve my worship in proclaiming the Word when I speak with all boldness
(AC 4:29). My worship in preaching will be more effective when I preach in the spirit of
meekness and humility (GL 6:1-2). I must also speak with love in my heart; not only for
my Lord, but also for the same people He loves (1CR 13:1).Those who hear the gospel are
also worshiping while listening. As a hearer, I should receive the message with all
readiness of mind just like the Bereans (AC 17:11). The worshipful hearer not only
receives the Word but also embraces it (believes) and obeys.

How can I improve my worship in praying to God? As one leading the prayer, I need to
prepare myself. The lack of preparation in prayer often leads to wordy repetition. I need to
pray loud enough that the congregation can hear the words and be able to say “A-men.”
The scripture teaches me to pray with spirit, understanding and faith. I need to be
enthusiastic when I pray and mean every word that [ say. On the other hand, as a listener to
a public prayer, I need to concentrate on what is being said while having an attitude of
prayer in my heart.

How can I improve my worship in giving? The Bible teaches me to give on the first day
of the week, as | have prospered, as [ have purposed, and to give cheerfully, willingly and
bountifully (1 CR 16:1-2; 2 CR 8:7-8; 8:12; 9:5-7). I believe it is as essential to learn the
truth about giving as it is to learn the truth about partaking of the Lord’s Supper on the first
day of each week or about singing praises to God without instrumental music. To not give
as God instructs will make my worship vain.

My worship needs to be improved if, in any way, it is according to the commandments
of men rather than instruction from God. My worship needs to be improved when it is only
from my mouth and not from my heart. Whatever we can do that is in harmony with God’s
expressed will - to worship according to truth and to worship from our hearts - needs to be
put into practice. And remember- true worship glorifies our heavenly Father and edifies
our brothers and sisters in Christ. ~R.J. Stevens




Sunday Worship - AM

10:45 am (8/25)
Announc. L. Enriquez
Reading A. Gonzales
Singing K. Sicat
Lord’s R. Kirchner,
Supper Q. Thompson,

Dar. Carbin,

O. Fronda
Sermon K. Harrington
Prayers Bry. Canada,

Dem. Carbin,
E. Fernandez

Greeters Hogan
Count P. Cachela,
Collec. L. Boesch
Sunday Worship — PM
5:00 pm (8/25)
Announc. L. Enriquez
Reading Dem. Carbin
Singing Devotional
Lord’s R. Kirchner
Supper
Sermon K. Harrington
Prayers Dar. Carbin,
L. Boesch

NEXT SUNDAY
Sunday Worship - AM

10:45 am (9/1)
Announc.  C. Cooper
Reading Q. Thompson
Singing C. Williamson
Lord’s V.R. Hogan,
Supper L. Boesch,

Dem. Carbin,
J. Maciel
Sermon K. Harrington
Prayers Dar. Carbin,
A. Gonzales,
K. Sicat
Greeters Carbin
Count P. Cachela,
Collec. Sicat

Sunday Worshi21- PM
5:00 pm (9/1)

Announc.  C. Cooper
Reading Dar. Carbin
Singing T. Hendry
Lord’s V.R. Hogan
Supper
Sermon L. Enriquez
Prayers M. Stout,
R. Kirchner

C. Williamson | J. Williamson

V.R. Hogan | C.Hogan

This Morning’s Sermon:

Redeeming Your Time

Kevin Harrington

This Evening’s Sermon:

Devotional Service

Redeeming Your

Time
Scripture Reading: Psalm 90:12
% Redeeming something means to

exchange it for
% Redeeming our time by...

o P
= ] Thessalonians 5:17;
Matt. 6:6
= Are we too for
prayer?
o Ineverything, give
= ] Thessalonians 5:18;
Psalm 105:1
o L the Lord
= Matt. 22:37
o P God in all we do
= Psalm 117

% Why do we give our time to God?
o H

“Jesus gave his blood, sweat, tears,
and life for you. What are you
willing to give Him?

**Reminder that all sermons are available
online! Visit www.efoothill.org**

For Your Prayers

CONFINED to home, hospital or care facility:

- Anita Kaye Bland, Della Boyce, Verna
Brooks, Donna Summers, Michelle Salas

OTHER NEEDS:

- Pat Berry and Phyllis Threadgill’s brother
passed away this week. Please see the back
bulletin board for arrangements.

- Eileen and Lenard Boesch need continued
prayers.

- Verna Brooks was diagnosed with
aggressive bladder cancer.

- Maria Estrada is in Willow Glen Center
located at 1267 Meridian Ave. Room 101c.

- Ernie Fernandez has found out his kidneys
are starting to fail.

- Diana Garcia is dealing with schizophrenia
symptoms

- Lillian Hall needs continued prayers

- Carol Hogan needs continued prayers.

- Vera Hurlburt is having problems with
carpal tunnel.

- Brian Juarez needs continued prayers.

- Nellie Pelache needs continued prayers

- Gus and Juanita Rodriquez need continued
prayers

- Judy Williamson continues to deal with
complications from scleroderma

Members in OTHER CONGREGATIONS:

« Martha McCurdy, Dennis Kilgo, Pierre
Creighton.

Please remember to call, visit, send cards,
or help encourage in any way.

News For You

» Kevin is preaching this morning.

» This evening is our devotional service.

> Next Evangelism Class: September10th, 7
PM, “A Fisherman and a Leper.” — Luke
5:1-13

» If you would like to host an upcoming
evangelism study, please let Kevin know.

» Please continue to pray for the efforts of
our evangelism.

» Ashonte Threadgill is out
of town for work.

» Willie and Bobbie Miller
should be returning soon




